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ABOUT
THE TAA

For 50 years, the Tourette Association of America has been at the 

forefront of making life better for people affected by Tourette 

Syndrome and other Tic Disorders. 

• We raise awareness and FOSTER SOCIAL ACCEPTANCE

through education and robust social media campaigns.

• We INVEST IN RESEARCH that will advance scientific 

understanding, treatment options and care.

• We EDUCATE PROFESSIONALS to better serve the needs of 

children, adults and families challenged by Tourette and Tic 

Disorders.

• We PROVIDE SUPPORT, HOPE AND HELP through our 

network across the nation.

• We EMPOWER THE COMMUNITY to advocate for the most 

pressing issues facing the Tourette community.



HONOREE

Javier Evans
Executive Vice President, Chief Human Resources Officer at Webster Bank

Javier Evans is Executive Vice President, Chief Human Resources Officer at Webster Bank (NYSE: WBS), a 
leading commercial bank with more than $60 billion in assets. He is responsible for the company’s overall HR 
operations and oversees organizational design and cultural development.

Immediately preceding his position as Chief Human Resources Officer, he served as Chief Business 
Operations and Services Officer at Sterling National Bank, where he directed the operations and service 
channels of the bank’s commercial, consumer and digital client segments.

Javier’s career started at GreenPoint Bank working in Deposit Operations. He then held various HR positions 
at leading companies across the banking industry, including National Financial Services Corp (Fidelity 
Investment Company), HSBC USA, TD Bank, Astoria Bank, and Sterling National Bank.

Committed to community, Javier holds positions on several boards and community organizations, some of 
which include National Association for African Americans in HR, YMCA of Long Island, Education Africa, and 
United Cerebral Palsy of Long Island, to name a few.

Javier earned a Bachelor of Science degree from St. John’s University and an M.S. from New York Institute 
of Technology.



Rovena Schirling
Lifelong Friend and Former Board Chair of the TAA

Rovena first became involved with the Tourette Association of America when her youngest son was diagnosed 

with TS at the age of nine. She has served as a board member and chair at the TAA for over 23 years. 

Although her career working on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange and her service as a trustee and 

board chair of the Queens Botanical Garden and other organizations is highly rewarding, she still considers her 

most important job to be wife, mother, and mother-in-law. Rovena’s husband Bob, a retired partner at Ernst & 

Young, her three amazing sons and daughter-in-law, all continue to remind her of what is most important on a 

daily basis.

HONOREE



TAA GLOBAL
AMBASSADOR

Aidy Smith
Co-Founder, Producer and Presenter at The Three Drinkers

Aidy Smith is an award-winning TV presenter and journalist. As one of the world’s only TV hosts with Tourette 

Syndrome, Aidy shines the light on diversity empowerment and is the Executive Producer and Presenter of THE 

THREE DRINKERS series on Amazon Prime. He has also just launched a major documentary on BBC Radio 4, 

THE TRUTH ABOUT TOURETTE’S which reframes the condition as a Superpower instead of a deficit.

With over a decade of journalism experience, Aidy writes the regular drinks articles including a weekly 

column for The Evening Standard. He’s also the Global Brand Ambassador for Vivino, the world’s largest wine 

marketplace and community. Aidy is an irreverent presenter with a unique social media style.

As a keen LGBTQIA+ and Disability Diversity spokesperson, he frequently hosts motivational speaking 

classes and corporate seminars to inspire others through his own experiences and is a frequent moderator and 

panelist in forums. Aidy has become a known figure for championing disabilities across the board and 

empowering people from all walks of life to see their true potential.



EMCEE

David Begnaud
CBS News Correspondent and TS Advocate

David Begnaud is the lead national correspondent for “CBS Mornings” based in New York. He joined the 

Network in 2015 and his reporting — featured across all CBS News broadcasts and platforms including the “CBS 

Evening News,” “48 Hours,” “CBS Sunday Morning” and the CBS News Streaming Network, CBS News’ premier 

24/7 anchored streaming news service — has earned him some of journalism’s most prestigious awards.

One of Begnaud’s most notable assignments was his coverage of Hurricane Maria when it hit Puerto Rico in 

October 2017. He spent more time covering Puerto Rico’s recovery than any other network news correspondent, 

traveling to the island countless times and breaking numerous significant stories. His distinctive, unmatched 

reporting resulted in government action, and throughout the crisis, he delivered sustained coverage on all 

platforms — especially on social media. His coverage of Hurricane Maria earned him the prestigious George Polk 

Award for public service in 2018, which was the first time given to a journalist since 1978. The award, as the 

nominating committee states, places “a premium on investigative work that is original, resourceful and thought-

provoking.” Begnaud also received Radio Television Digital News Association’s First Amendment Leadership 

Award for his significant contribution to the protection of the First Amendment and freedom of the press.



LIFELONG 
FRIEND OF 
THE TAA Alex Schirling

Alex Schirling is the youngest son of Rovena and Robert Schirling.

After being diagnosed with Tourette Syndrome at the age of nine, he attended high school on a full 

scholarship and studied music performance and philosophy at Hofstra University. After receiving a Master 

of Arts in music performance at Queens College, Alex performed and produced opera and musical theatre 

across the five boroughs, including Carnegie Hall.

Now, he is the musical director at Saint Andrew Avellino Roman Catholic Church in Flushing, and part 

owner of Pixel Noise LLC.



On behalf of the Board of Directors, Advisory Members, Chapter and Support Group Leadership and the TAA staff, I 
want to thank each and every one of you for supporting our 50th Anniversary Supporting Abilities Gala benefitting the 
Tourette Association of America. As we celebrate our 50th anniversary, we recognize there is still much work to be done, 
and we can’t do it without your partnership.

A staggering 1.5 million Americans are impacted by Tourette Syndrome, yet resources remain scarce for those 
struggling with this complex disorder.  Further, new research suggests that 1 in 50 school-aged children in the United 
States has TS or another persistent tic disorder, which impacts their physical, mental, and social well-being. Despite the 
prevalence of TS, the stigma and lack of understanding of the condition persist. This neurological condition is a lifelong 
disorder, with many individuals suffering from depression, suicidal tendencies, and anxiety.  

What we have learned however, is that despite the challenges of TS – with the support of the TAA, a supportive 
community, and the support of all of you – individuals affected by the condition can persevere and thrive. With your help 
we can continue to increase awareness, continue to combat stereotypes, and continue to witness the resiliency that 
greater acceptance and understanding of TS can foster. We can’t wait to see what the next 50 years will bring!

I would like to extend a special thanks to our Gala Committee members. We sincerely appreciate all you have done to 
ensure the success of this special event. Thank you for your ongoing commitment to this very important cause. 

We look forward to seeing all of you next year and continuing to work together to improve the quality of life for everyone 
impacted by TS, Tic Disorders, and related disabilities.

Gratefully,

Amanda Talty,
President and CEO

A MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 
AND CEO



Dear Friends, 

We would like to express our sincere appreciation for your support of the 50th Anniversary 
Supporting Abilities Gala. We are so pleased to have you join us as the TAA celebrates its 
50th anniversary! 

For those of you who are not aware, it may surprise you that an estimated 1.5 million Americans 
are impacted by Tourette Syndrome or a Tic Disorder, and 50% go undiagnosed. Tourette 
Syndrome is a neurodevelopmental disorder that becomes evident in early childhood or 
adolescence. It is part of the spectrum of Tic Disorders and is characterized by involuntary motor 
and/or vocal tics. Some Tic Disorders may be transient, while others will persist into adolescence 
and adulthood. While there are available treatments, there is no cure for Tourette Syndrome and 
medications are often ineffective. 

We are here today for two very important reasons – to promote awareness of Tourette Syndrome 
and to raise the funds necessary to continue research, support, and advocacy. Your generosity 
enables us to help improve the quality of life for all people living with Tourette Syndrome, Tic 
Disorders and related disabilities.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all of you, old friends and new, for your overwhelming support 
and we look forward to having you join us again next year.

Sincerely,

The 2022 Gala Committee

A MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
COMMITTEE



2022
GALA
COMMITTEE

Robert Schirling, Honorary Gala Committee Chair

Usman Baig

Michael Doyle

Teresa Evans

Jeanne Gnuse

Christy Mazzarisi

Julie Moelis

Rovena Schirling

Kristin Schoenhaar

Kate Solomon

Barbara King-Phillips, Director Development and Special Events

Brianna Falcone, Coordinator Development and Special Events



Usman Baig:
Usman is an Associate on the Special Investments Private Equity team at Brookfield Asset Management. He also 
serves on the New York Associate Board of Teach for America and Junior Board of New Alternatives for Children. 
Usman holds a Bachelor’s degree in Applied Economics and Mathematics from Queen’s University.

Felix Fernandez-Penny:
Felix currently works with the Brand Strategy team at marketing and communications consultancy Weber 
Shandwick. He is a graduate of Cornell University and is studying for his second certification from the Court of 
Master Sommeliers.

Han Kim:
Han holds a BBA in Finance from Baruch College, where he is currently working towards a Master’s degree in 
Business/Data Analytics.

Michael Leopold:
Michael works as an HR strategist and consultant at Xerox. He collaborates with company leaders to plan and 
execute talent management and organizational development initiatives. Michael graduated from Yale University with 
a B.S. in Cognitive Science, focusing on Behavioral Economics.

Tara Lerman:
Tara currently serves as an editor at Insider Inc., where she leads creative direction and strategy for large, branded 
content programs. She graduated from Skidmore College in 2015 with a B.A. in English.

Brianna Falcone, Development & Special Events Coordinator, TAA

2022
YOUNG 
PROFESSIONALS
COMMITTEE



2022
BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Stephen Barron, Board Chair

David Schoenhaar, First Vice Chair

Jasmine Tarkoff, Second Vice Chair

Jeffrey Kramer, Third Vice Chair

Alice Kane, Fourth Vice Chair

Azad Anand, M.D.

Fred Cook

Susan Courey, Ph.D

Cheri G. David, C.P.A., C.V.A.

Paul S. Devore

Cindy Kurtz

Daniel McGarvey

Julie Moelis

Bruce Ochsman 

Monte Redman

Rovena Schirling

John Walkup, M.D.

Randi Zemsky

Amanda Talty, President and CEO



SPECIAL
RECOGNITION



SPECIAL
RECOGNITION



IN-KIND
DONORS

Aidy Smith
Alice Walk
Babo Botanicals
Connor Staine
Coyote II Sportfishing
Dan Ferron
Dash Mihok
David Freidman
David Schoenhaar and Timothy Hofer
Doyle Corp
Fred Cook
Jackie Vosburgh
Kellogg Conference Hotel
L’Oreal
Michael and Danielle Lagnese
Michael Wolff and Polly Draper
Monte Redman
Paul & Megan Mohring of the Schooner Inn Fire Island
Rovena Schirling
Stephen and Carol Barron
Tim Howard



PLATINUM
SPONSOR



PLATINUM
SPONSOR



DIAMOND
SPONSOR



DIAMOND
SPONSOR

To Marnie and Lloyd -

You have improved every day of our lives with 
your love, enthusiasm, loyalty, and laughter!

You have brought us boundless joy.
You are amazing, loving parents and children. 
We cherish every moment we spend with you,

Carly, Shira, Hailey and Jack.

Thank you for all these
immeasurable gifts!

May you always receive as
much as you have given!

With our pride and very special love,
Mom and Dad



DIAMOND
SPONSOR

For JB and Evan

With our deepest appreciation for all the warmth,
love, respect and devotion you bring to our lives.

We are blessed to share our lives
with you and your wonderful

Max and Talia.
They were so smart when they

chose you as their parents!

Thank you for these
immeasurable gifts which we treasure.

May you always receive as
much as you have given!

With our pride and very special love, 
Mom & Dad



DIAMOND
SPONSOR

In Honor of Our

Super Sensational Six

Marvelous Max
Captivating Carly

Shining Shira
Terrific Talia

Heavenly Hailey
Joyful Jack

You bring so much love, fun
and happiness into our lives.

We are incredibly blessed to have you!

With all our love, 
Nana and Papa



DIAMOND
SPONSOR

With our deepest gratitude to Javier Evans, 
Rovena Schirling and Aidy Smith for 

helping improve the lives of those affected 
by Tourette Syndrome.

With our Appreciation,
The Mallah Family



GOLD
SPONSOR



GOLD
SPONSOR



GOLD
SPONSOR I am proud to support the 

Tourette Association of America for their 
continued service to the Tourette and Tic 

Disorder community and Honorees
Javier Evans and Rovena Schirling.

Jasmine Tarkoff



SILVER
SPONSOR



SILVER
SPONSOR



SILVER
SPONSOR



SILVER
SPONSOR



SILVER
SPONSOR



SILVER
SPONSOR

With heartfelt appreciation of the Tourette 
Association of America

for their tireless service to the

Tourette and Tic Disorder Community

and to Honoree Rovena Schirling 

whom we adore.

Randi Zemsky & Bob Lane



SILVER
SPONSOR



PATRON
SPONSOR



PATRON
SPONSOR



PATRON
SPONSOR



PATRON
SPONSOR



SUPPORTER



SUPPORTER



SUPPORTER



SUPPORTER



SUPPORTER

We are proud to support the Tourette Association of America for 
their continued service to the Tourette and Tic Disorder community 

and Honorees Javier Evans and Rovena Schirling. 
We would also like to recognize our friends Julie and Ken Moelis.

Frankie and Barry Sholem



SPONSOR

In Honor of Rovena Schirling
From 

Donald Vangel and Shirley Staples



SPONSOR
Congratulations 

Rovena!

Celebrating your many 
years of service 

raising awareness about 
Tourette Syndrome.

Love,
Margaret, Erwin, Stefanie 

and Rosemary



SPONSOR



SPONSOR

We are proud to support the 
Tourette Association of America.

Marci and Rudy Valner



On behalf of the TAA and the Tourette Syndrome 

and Tic Disorder community we would like to 

extend our appreciation to tonight’s Honorees 

Javier Evans and Rovena Schirling. 

Our Global Ambassador, Aidy Smith

and our emcee David Begnaud.

WITH 
SPECIAL 
THANKS



WITH 
SPECIAL 
THANKS The staff of the TAA 

is grateful to the 
Board of Directors
for their steadfast 

guidance and support.



WITH 
SPECIAL 
THANKS

Many thanks to 
our Gala Committee

for your contributions 
to this special event.

Your time and commitment 
helped to make our 
50th anniversary gala 

a success!



WITH 
SPECIAL 
THANKS

The TAA 
deeply appreciates 

its staff for their tireless efforts, 
not only for 

the 50th anniversary gala, 
but throughout the year.



WITH 
SPECIAL 
THANKS The TAA is grateful 

to AG Events
for their assistance 

in coordinating 
our 50th anniversary gala.
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